JOHN    EVELYN
occasions* mentions the fact that he had had six
sons; and although he may have made mistakes in
many dates and facts, it is very improbable that he
made a mistake in this. The epitaph would not be
the first or last one in which an error had been made.
In the series of children who were born mostly at
intervals of two years from 1652 to 1669 there is a
space of seven years between 1657 and 1664, when
another son dying, as others did, shortly after his
birth or even being still-born, can be added to the
list*
John, the second son of that name, lived to the
age of forty-four, but his father survived him. The
sons were followed by three daughters, Mary (1665),
who died when she was twenty, Elizabeth (1667),
who married but died in the same year when she
was eighteen, and Susanna (1669), the only one of
the nine children to survive her parents.
This sort of record of mortality in a family, mostly
from small-pox, was by no means uncommon in the
seventeenth century. Just as the plague was con-
sidered to be a visitation from the Almighty, and the
fire was thought to be due to political machinations,
so does Evelyn think that he and his wife are being
chastised by the Almighty for their unworthincss*
Susanna he considered a good child, she could
paint and had a genius for needlework, could speak
French and "was exquisitely shaped and of an agree-
able countenance." When she was seventeen Sir
*In a letter to Lord Cornbury just before Mary's birth ho writes that
Ms wife is "within a fortnight of bringing me my seventh son/' On Mary'a
birth his entry runs; "Birth of a daughter at Wottoa alter six sons/*
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